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Maryôs Immaculate Heart. 

After the 5 decades we pray a 
few concluding Marian 
prayers. 

A short reading of a saintôs 
life and a moment of individ-
ual meditation follow. 

Lastly a couple of different 
conclusions may take place: 

On first Saturdays of the 
month we conclude with the 
Litany of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

On all other Saturdays we 
conclude with a special and 
specific prayer for our Pas-
torôs, our Bishopôs and the 
Popeôs intentions. 

Another aspect of our rosary 
cell is action . Two months 
ago we started (every third 
Saturday of the month) to 
share one non-perishable 
food item with WHIP 
(Washington Helps Its Peo-
ple), whose mission is to sup-
port those less privileged and/
or in a temporary ñhard spot.ò  
We bring our offering to the 
church, and then one of us 
takes it to WHIPôs office 
where it will be distributed to 
those in need. 

St. Patôs ñOur Lady of Fatima 
Rosary Cellò  is a wonderful 
experience which we encour-
age you to try. Hopefully, 
youôll be touched spiritually 
and experience growth in 
your faith. You are invited to 
come as often as you are 
able.  

Our cell will pray for all. 

Hail Mary ï Ave Maria  
By Tomáz Fleury 

Being new or old to the 
Catholic faith, you have cer-
tainly heard of the strongly 
rooted devotion to Mary, the 
Mother of God and our 
Mother, that we so lovingly 
nourish in the Church, by 
tradition, by teaching or by 
whatever inner call one may 
have. 

Tradition, or the attempt to 
spread the tradition of the 
World Apostolate of Fatima 
(formerly known as Blue 
Army), is what gave birth last 
March to St. Patrickôs ñOur 
Lady of Fatima Rosary Cell.ò 
In these first few months we 
grew from one to 15 with a 
steady 10 participants in our 
Saturday rosary cell. We 
meet right after the 7:00AM 
Mass. We leave with our 
hearts refreshed from receiv-
ing our Lord in the Eucharist 
and honoring His Mother by 
about 8:15 AM. What a way 
to start a weekend! 

Praying the rosary can be a 
solitary act of faith and devo-
tion (and we strongly encour-
age all to pray it daily), but it 
can also be a moment of 
communal exchange, expres-
sion of love for one another, 
sharing of heart and learning 
of our faith. The sharing is 
what our cell is rooted in. 

Hereôs how St. Patôs ñOur 
Lady of Fatima Rosary Cellò 
is structured: 

Prayer intentions are volun-
tarily shared. 

We add to the individual in-
tentions, those of St. Patôs 

prayer chain and of the prayer 
request book in the vestibule. 

We then assign decade lead-
ers. Yes, this is a very partici-
patory cell. All will have the 
opportunity, if desired, to lead 
a decade. 

We then pray a few opening 
prayers. These, as well as the 
closing prayers, are Marian 
prayers, most of which were 
taught by the ñAngel of the 
Lordò or by Our Lady herself 
in the apparitions to Lucia, 
Jacinta and Francisco in 
Fatima, Portugal.  Then, the 
cell prays 5 decades of 
whichever mystery we choose 
to pray that day (Joyful, Glori-
ous, Sorrowful or Luminous). 
We rotate the mysteries each 
week so we can, together, 
meditate about all of them 
through the year. In Lent, we 
stay focused on the Sorrowful 
mysteries. 

At this point, our Rosary cell 
differs from what you may be 
used to. 

All participate in praying the 
decades and meditating 
aloud, as if in a conversation, 
on the ñbead counts.ò  We 
meditate, bead by bead, on 
the meaning of each passage 
of scripture or teaching of the 
Church the bead relates to so 
we keep focused on what 
weôre praying. 

If you pray the rosary in its 
traditional form, you will un-
derstand that sometimes we 
may drift away in thoughts. 
This format helps us to keep 
focused, engulf ourselves in 
profound meditation and 
slowly immerse our hearts in 
both Jesusô Sacred Heart and 

THE YEAR OF THE ROSARY  

 

 

 

Remember, oh most gra-

cious Virgin Mary, that 

never was it known that 

anyone who fled to thy pro-

tection, implored thy help, or 

sought thy intercession, was 

left unaided.  Inspired with 

this confidence, we fly to 

thee, O Virgin of virgins, our 

Mother. To thee we come, 

before thee we stand, sinful 

and sorrowful. O Mother of 

the Word Incarnate, despise 

not our petitions, but in thy 

mercy hear and answer us. 

 Amen 
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In Hebrews 13:2, it says ñDo not neglect hospitality, for through it some have unknow-
ingly entertained angels.ò Hospitality means we are eagerly welcoming others into our 
lives ï family, friends, co-workers, and strangers. We strive to be more hospitable to the 
people and events of our life. One of the active ministries within our parish works to do 
just that. We call ourselves the Hospitality Team. I like to think that we might have actu-
ally run into an angel or two while we did that! 

 

Our organization was created in 2004 to find ways to extend our hospitality to all of our 
parish members. Did you know that St. Patrickôs has 60-70 newly registered parishion-
ers each year? Our goal is to make them feel a part of our parish family. We mail them a 
welcoming card, and we try to make a personal visit to their home with a baked good 
and a packet of information. Look for the new parishioner names for each month on the 
bulletin board in the vestibule. 

 

Have you had an opportunity to meet the new members of our church family? In our 
large parish, it is difficult to meet everyone, but the Coffee and Donuts Fellowship is a 
good way to get started. The Hospitality Team hosts a Fellowship one Sunday every 
month. This is a great opportunity to take a few minutes to meet new people and name 
tags are offered for our new members to make it easier for you to identify them. Please 
welcome them, introduce yourselves and let Christ shine through you. Another chance 
to say hello is at the various receptions held throughout the year, such as the reception 
for the R.C.I.A candidates and the welcoming or farewell receptions for priests and dea-
cons. We just had a wonderful get-together at the Ice Cream Social on the church lawn! 

 

In trying to be the best hospitality team we can be, we have seen other needs of our fel-
low parish members and wanted to help. As a result, several ministries have developed 
to assist our parishioners. The Meals Ministry, providing meals to families with emergen-
cies; the Transportation Ministry, providing rides to doctorôs appointments; the Family 
Ministry and the Seniors group have all been developed to meet those needs. The new-
est is the Elizabeth Ministry, providing assistance to new moms by experienced moms. 
In addition to helping meet needs of our parishioners, caring volunteers have found op-
portunities to minister to St. Patôs parishioners and made new friends along the way.  

 

We feel that we have accomplished a lot since our organization began. However, the 
work must continue to maintain those ministries and to try to address other needs of our 
parish family.  Weôd love to have you join us. Your new ideas about how to help others 
feel welcome in this terrific parish (and willing hands) are always welcome. If you are 
new to St. Patrickôs, the very best way to get to know your church community is to get 
involved! 
 

We meet the 2
nd

 Tues. of each month in the West cry room at the entrance to the 
church. Just watch for a notice each month in the bulletin. Please consider joining us 
and put your faith into action! If you have any questions, please feel free to call me, Deb 
Tranel @ 444-2033.  

Donôt you think St. Patrick Parish Newsletter is a boring title?  You are invited to 
come up with a great new name for the newsletter.   Please contact Laurie Hawley 
444-8520 or mhawley1@yahoo.com and pass on your suggestion.  You just may  
have the honor of naming our newsletter! 

Hospitality Team  
By Deb Tranel  
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In Hebrews 

13:2, it says 

òDo not neglect 

hospitality, for 

through it 

some have 

unknowingly 

entertained 

angels.ó  

August 16, 2009   
 

Parish Ice Cream Social  

Ministry Job Fair 

Prayer may not change things for you, but it for sure changes you for things.   

~Samuel M. Shoemaker 



We believe the ñpastoralò in 
the Council title says a lot 
about the Parish Pastoral 
Councilôs focus and missionð
we are meant to be lay lead-
ers and shepherds for our 
parish.  As lay leaders for St. 
Patôs, we are appointed or 
elected volunteers who care 
deeply about our entire parish 
and look to assist our pastor 
in decision-making.  We serve 
as the umbrella body to which 
all commissions and commit-
tees report, but our overall 
purpose is to ñadviseò the 
pastor.  We meet on the third 
Tuesdays in August, Septem-
ber, November, January, 
March and May. 

At our meetings, Father Don-
ton reports on any number of 
decisions he has needed to 
make and seeks our advice 
and counsel on parish direc-
tion and initiatives. We then 
hear and discuss commission 
and committee reports.  The 
range of our discussions is 
large and sweeping and quite 
open and frank.  There is al-
ways an open forum to which 
parishioners are invitedð
though we require individuals 
to request to be placed on the 
agenda with their topic. 

How are we pastoral?  Our 
role is to move the parish for-
ward as a whole and to not 
only look at the big picture but 
fulfill our St. Patrickôs vision 

and mission in a strategic and 
responsible way.  This means 
that we, like the Church, try 
not to get caught up in fads 
but provide a stabilizing force 
within the parish structure that 
looks to short-and long-term 
goals and direction.  Ours is 
not to micromanage but to 
serve as a sounding board 
based in institutional memory 
bringing together our talents 
from everyday life. 

The PPC struggles with ques-
tions such as what is steward-
ship, what are the needs of 
our St. Patôs family and what 
is just and fair?  We look to 
the needs and concerns we 
hear from parish members by 
discussing those positives 
and negatives openly.  These 
discussions range from the 
mundane and specific (e.g., 
more parking and finances) to 
the sublime and general (e.g., 
responsibilities of being 
Catholic).  We ask questions 
of Father, from Committee 
reports, and of each other.  
We listen, discuss, debate 
and seek to advise the pastor 
on a direction through con-
sensus. 

This year we are focusing on 
developing strategic growth 
and improvements to St. 
Patôsðwhat are the facility 
wants and needs, how do we 
balance the funding of church 
and school, how do we com-

municate better, how do we 
live out and express the value 
of a Catholic education and 
Catholic way of life, and many 
other topics. 

As the Parish Pastoral Coun-
cil, we ask each of you to join 
in and make your parish even 
better by lending your time, 
talent and treasure. There are 
a multitude of parish organi-
zations that are looking for 
you to shepherd and leadð 
or even be a member of the 
flock!  After all, weôre here to 
be pastoral for one another.  
St. PatrickðPray for Us. 

 Putting ñPastoralò in the Parish Council           by Brian Sajko  
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Saint 

Patrick  

 

Pray for Us  

Parish Pastoral Council  

Rev. Joseph P. Donton 
(Pastor) 

Maggie Clark (Co-Trustee) 

John Grillot (Co-Trustee) 

Dr. Brian Sajko (Pres.) 

Dr. Matt Gorman (V.P.) 

Misti Cave (Sec. & Liturgy) 

Amy Sajko (Ed. Comm. Pres.) 

Phil Millar (Ed. Comm.) 

Ken Gisleson (By-Laws) 

Scott Paluska (Discipleship) 

Dave Graham (Finance) 

John Hafner (Bldg & Grnds.) 

Loran Hoffman (Bldg. & Grnds.) 

Bill DeBoeuf (Member at large) 

 

Questions or comments? 
Please contact Dr. Brian Sajko 
stpparishcouncil@comcast.net 

Have you checked out the parish website ? 

There is a lot of information on both the school and church. 

Were you away over the weekend and wondered what was in 
the bulletin? 

Do you need to check something on the school calendar? 

Do you need to know how to get in touch with someone at the 
church or school? 

All this and more at : 

DID YOU KNOW?  

www.stpatswashington.com  

Brian Sajko, PPC President 

Last year, the school 

library received over 

$1500.00 in cash   

through the Box Tops in Education 

program. These little box top cou-

pons found on cereal boxes, 

Kleenex boxes, and many other 

products can be worth 10 to 25 

cents each. Please take the time to 

cut out these box tops for our 

school!  They can be dropped in the 

vestibule in the ñbulletin boxò or 

dropped by either the church or 

school office.  

http://www.stpatswashington.com/


Where have we been? 

Our Stewardship program began in 1982 and has been renewed each year since.  Our parish 

has responded very well over the years to the call for stewardship.  Our approach has changed 

some over that time.  We started out eliminating nearly all separate appeals for money 

(besides the Diocese special appeals).  Later we asked for specific funds for special needs in 

the parish as the needs arose (Msgr. Swanerôs cigar box funds, etc.), and we have had auc-

tions to raise funds for large improvement projects.  In recent years we started charging a mod-

est tuition for our school, while still asking for full and voluntary support from everyone in the 

parish.  Charging tuition is a structured way of getting funds to operate the school on a regular 

and consistent basis ï after all, the teachers and staff need to be paid on a regular and consis-

tent basis.  

What are our guiding principles? 

Recently we all received a letter from Father Donton and Dr. Weiss about school tuition, asking 

that everyone in the parish continue to support the school.  While we have always had that pol-

icy, sometimes there is some pushback on school support.  Some people have said, ñWhy 

should I support the Catholic school, when my children go to the public school?ò  That is a 

good question.  One good answer to that is, ñWell, everyone who sends their children to Catho-

lic school also pays taxes to pay for your public school students.ò  Now that sounds like a ñtit for 

tatò argument.  There are better answers.  One reason is that Jesus himself gave us our mis-

sion before He rose to heaven.  In Matthew chapter 28, verse 19, He said, ñGo and make disci-

ples of all nations, é.ò That is what we are doing, starting at home with our own children.  In 

our own parish mission statement we say, ñéwe dedicate ourselves to our Fatherôs Will by 

supporting and empowering one anotherôs journey to live His mission and ministry in the 

Church.ò  Our school is a very large part of that mission and ministry. 

We all need to be responsible for our own part in that mission. It is not likely or even possible 

for the parents of the children of St. Patrickôs School to fund the school alone. They need the 

help of others in the parish.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church , paragraph #952, says, 

ñEverything the true Christian has is to be regarded as a good possessed in common with eve-

ryone else.  All Christians should be ready and eager to come to the help of the needy and of 

their neighbors in want.  A Christian is a steward of the Lordôs goods.ò  Thus we ask that every-

one help make our mission possible, to contribute our fair share in proportion to what the Lord 

has given to us.   

What should I do? 

The U.S. Bishopsô Pastoral Letter titled ñStewardship, a Discipleôs Responseò states, 

ñStewardship is an expression of Discipleship, with the power to change how we understand 

and live our lives.ò Therefore, over these next few weeks, let us take stock of our discipleship.  

The Pastoral Letter goes on to say, ñStewardship always starts with the personal experience of 

the Risen Christ in our midst and in our hearts.  Mature disciples make a conscious, firm deci-

sion, carried out in action, to be followers of Jesus Christ no matter what the cost to them-

selves.ò  That is not always easy.  

Please begin to pray about what the Lord wants you to do with what He has given to you and 

your family.  Then in November when the time comes to fill out the Commitment Cards and 

Time and Talent sheets, you can willingly commit yourself and your family to Jesus Christ.  It 

may take a new significant step of faith, or perhaps it will be a renewal of your previous com-

mitment.  I know from my own experience, God is never outdone in generosity!! 

Morrie Franz, chairperson for the Parish Support Drive 

This year, our 

drive will be on 

2 weekends,  

 November 7/8 

and 14/15.  

ñStewardship is 

an expression 

of Discipleship, 

with the power 

to change how 

we understand 

and live our 

lives.ò 
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Parish Support Drive in November        
By Morrie Franz, Parish 
Support Drive Chair  



  

What?  Christmas is right around the corner?  Well, if you go shopping at 

many major department stores, you may think it is.  How do you get ready for Christmas?  
Are you an early shopper with lists of gifts to buy and food to prepare, or are you the last- 
minute shopper?  Maybe what you really need to think about is that special time before  
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  Advent.  Itôs your wonderful opportunity to prepare as 
an individual, as a family and as a parish community for the coming of our Lord. 

 

What are your Advent plans?  
 
Here at St. Patôs there are many opportunities for you to prepare for this joyous yet reflective 
season.  Often when Thanksgiving is barely over we suddenly realize that Advent is upon 
us, and we havenôt given it much thought.  Why not make this year different?  Plan ahead.   

      Here are some suggestions.  
 

 ˓ Make Advent special by signing up to bring the Advent candle to the wreath at the beginning of each Mass during Advent.  It 

is a tradition at St. Patrickôs and helps us focus, not on the hustle and bustle of holiday shopping, but on Advent, the miracle 
of each Mass, and what the Advent season means to us as Catholics. We need volunteers to do this for each Mass.  Make it 
a special event for your family, or ask a friend to carry the candle(s) with you. 

 ˓ Clean the church.  Watch for the date in the bulletin.  Many hands make light work. 

 ˓ Help decorate the church.  Remember, it doesnôt decorate itself.  Use your talents to make our church a lovely home for our 

Lord to make his appearance. 

 ˓ Donôt forget, the decorations do have to come down.  Maybe putting them up wonôt fit into your time schedule, but taking 

them down might. 

 ˓ Do you like to sing, or maybe you have a college student home for the holidays that would like to share his or her talent? 

The choir always welcomes more voices.  Make this the year you join with other musicians and singers and make joyful mu-
sic (and new friends) during the holiday season. 

 ˓ St. Patôs offers a penance service during Advent.  Make a point of attending and receiving the blessing of this Sacrament. 

 ˓ Set aside time each day for prayer and reflection.  Many daily meditations for Advent are available online or at Catholic sup-

ply stores. St. Patrick Parish provides an excellent booklet called the Magnificat, and it will be available in the vestibule.  
Seek out the right one for you and make a point of reading it. 

Many events in our lives take a lot of preparation.  Donôt let the opportunity to prepare for this holy season pass you by. 

UPCOMING EVENTS at ST. PATRICKôS 
Mark Your Calendars! 

Oct 17 Quilt Raffle after 5 pm Mass 

Oct 17 8th Grade Spaghetti Dinner in the gym 

Oct 17 Library/Preschool Dedication 6:15 pm 

Nov 1 Blood Pressure Screening after 8:30 Mass 

Nov 1 Baptism Class 1 pm school social room 

Nov 7 Cash Bash at K. C. Hall 

Nov 7/8 Parish Support Drive 

Nov 8 K C Breakfast in the gym 

Nov 14/15 Parish Support Drive 

Nov 21/22 Poinsettia Orders Due 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day Mass 8:30 

Dec  5 Day of Recollection 1-5 pm School/Church 

Dec 6 Baptism Class 1 pm school social room 

Dec 7 Vigil Mass 7 PM Immaculate Conception 

Dec 8 7 AM & 8:30 AM Mass  Immaculate Conception 

Dec12 Schoolôs Santa Breakfast in gym  

Dec12/13 Poinsettia Pickup in gym after Mass 

Dec13 K C Breakfast in gym 

Dec14 Parish Advent Penance Service 6:30 

Dec16 St. Patôs School Christmas Program 6 PM at Five 
 Points 

Dec 18 K C Fish Fry at the K C Hall (families welcome) 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Masses 5 PM & 10 PM 

Dec 25 Christmas Masses 7 AM & 10 AM 

Dec 26 Note: No 7 AM Morning Mass (everyoneôs pooped) 

Dec 26/27 Sunday Mass Times 5 PM, 7 AM, 8:30 AM & 11 AM 

(Watch the bulletin for more information) 

St. Patôs beautiful Advent Wreath 


