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Early History of St. Patrick Parish
 As early as 1857, there were Catholic families in the Washington area.  Some of these people went to a church four miles west of Metamora in a settlement called Black Partridge, now known as Lourdes.  One Richard White walked to Mass from Washington to Peoria by way of a cow path.  His family remembers telling of one instance when, on his way home from Mass, he sat down to rest.  Suddenly, though there had not been a sound, there was a Native American sitting beside him.  They proceeded to smoke a pipe together.
[image: ]In 1863, on a grove donated by A.H. Danforth and Company on the north side of Jefferson Street, preparations were made to build a chapel.  The Rev. Abram J. Ryan, a poet-priest of some renown, of St. Mary’s Church in Peoria, was to lay the cornerstone on Sunday, September 13, 1863.  He and a group of interested citizens left Peoria on a locomotive of the Logansport, Peoria and Burlington Railroad.  Rounding a curve, the engine drawing six cars, ran off the tracks and some distance further on the ties.  No one was injured and after a short delay, the group arrived in Washington to lay the cornerstone.  The chapel was named St. Vincent de Paul.  It was at the time of Pius IX, Sovereign Pontiff and President Abraham Lincoln. 
No record has been found of what became of that chapel or cornerstone, but in 1876, on a lot donated by Walter T. Berket, St. Patrick Church, aka “The Little White Church,” on the south side of Jefferson (where the gym parking lot is currently) was erected.  It was a mission served by the [image: ]Capuchin Fathers.








Interior of the Little White Church

[image: ]Later in 1896, the little church was remodeled and enlarged to accommodate an ever-growing parish.
It was then served by the Franciscan priests from Metamora.  In 1902, St. Patrick Church became a mission of East Peoria, where Rev. Joseph Fennen served until 1941.  
[image: ]
First Communion class in front of the Little White Church (1930s or 40s)

[image: ]The Catholic population in the area increased to about 75 families and it was then established as a parish.  Rev. Henry Schubert was appointed as the first pastor.
[image: ]By 1951, there were 250 Catholic families and about 150 children of grade school age.  Construction of a school began in the spring to be staffed by the Sisters of St. Mary of the Presentation of Valley City, North Dakota.
In 1954, it was necessary to add another floor to the school which consisted of four additional classrooms.  By the next year the church building was no longer able to accommodate the parishioners adequately.     Second Level of the School Prior to Addition 1962

Arrangements were made for Mass to be said in the school basement and the church was converted into a parish hall.  Even further additions to the school became necessary and in 1962, the Little White Church was razed and in its place, an entire new wing was added to the school including a gym, library, offices, restrooms and six classrooms.  
[image: ]Sr. Mary Ann Schmitz became principal of St. Patrick School in 1963.  Sr. Mary Ann was the first woman principal in Washington.  At the beginning of her assignment, Sister served as both principal and 8th grade teacher simultaneously.  Throughout her 40 years as principal, her main concerns were always of the faith, safety and well-being of the children.  Her heart was the school and it was her life.  She was a visible presence at all athletic events held at the school and always boarded the bus to pray before it departed.
In 1966, our Sisters moved into their “new convent”, which had been the rectory (now the pre-k building).  A wing was added which included the chapel (with beautiful stained glass windows which still remain in the pre-k building today), a dining room and bedrooms for the sisters.  
In August, 1966, work began on our present day church across the street at 705 E.  Jefferson.  The cornerstone was laid in November, 1967. The first Mass was said in our new church on Easter Sunday, April 14, 1968.

[image: ]
Our Past 50 Years
November 17, 1968 was the dedication of our present day church at 705 E. Jefferson.  Bishop Franz dedicated our new church after which followed a 4pm Mass celebrated by Abbot Duncan from St. Bede’s and about 60 priests, and many sisters from North Dakota.  Dinner followed for about 300 people in the gym.  
The wood for the altar, tabernacle stand and lector stand were all created from wood from the farm of Jerry Otten.  Jerry’s father, John, decided that the walnut from his farm would be donated to St. Pat’s for such a purpose but he died before his plans came to fruition.  Jerry Otten, Jim Otten and Louie Venzon cut down the trees and transported them to the saw mill.  Bob Rynell, maintenance man, took on building the altar pieces which were placed in the new church.  There is a bullet hole in the inside leg of the altar which was in the tree when it was cut down.  There is also a relic incased in marble inside the altar.  The major ambo was added later and was also built by Bob Rynell.
The Stations of the Cross were delivered from Italy shortly before the dedication of the church.
Shortly thereafter, The Last Supper, was painted on the back wall of the sanctuary by Aug[image: ]ust Schmitz, Peoria painter.
[image: ]In 1971, Rev. Henry Schubert retired, with nearly 700 families in the parish.
Rev. Robert Hughes was appointed pastor in June of 1971.  Fr. Charles Mooney, S.J. Associate Pastor, came to St. Pat’s in June, 1970.  The parish continued to grow to approximately 850 families.  In the mid-80’s, the remainder of the loan for the church building (amounting to nearly $300,000) was eliminated mostly by major donations and a  bequest from Mike Kennell in his will which was donated to the parish.    
In March of 1983, Fr. Schubert returned to St. Patrick to celebrate his Golden Jubilee, 50 years as a priest.  He celebrated Mass and had a reception in the school gym.
In November, 1993, Fr. Hughes retired and Fr. Mooney returned to Chicago.  Assistant Rev. Gary Caster was appointed administrator.  On July 26, 1994, Fr. Caster was reassigned and Rev. James J. Swaner was appointed Pastor in January of 1994.  During that time period, there was no parish credit card.  St. Pat’s had only two credit accounts:  Ace Hardware and R.P. Lumber.  The parish had virtually no debt at all.  When something was broken or needed replaced, Fr. Swaner would simply get out his cigar box and ask parishioners to fund the need.  By the end of the weekend Masses, the money was always there to fulfil the need.
Fr. Swaner maintained a beautiful garden where the parking lot stands now.  All summer, he ate from his garden and canned tomato juice and sauerkraut.
We celebrated the 30th Anniversary of the Dedication of the Church in November of 1998 with Bishop John J. Myers celebrating Mass and the Knights of Columbus in attendance.  For that occasion, the church interior was repainted, re-carpeted and new lighting was installed.  There was a celebration at Countryside Banquet Center to follow.   
In 2000, Fr. Swaner received the Monsignor Prelate of Honor.  Always the humble priest, Monsignor Swaner would say “just call me Father”.
[image: ]Monsignor Swaner and Sister Mary Ann Schmitz left St. Patrick Parish/School in 2003 and Dr. Sharon Weiss became principal of St. Patrick School.  Rev. Joseph P. Donton was assigned Pastor in June, 2003.  
The first parish auction was held on March 13, 2004.  The theme was End of the Rainbow.  It was held in the school gym to raise funds for the improvement of parish and school facilities.   Subsequent parish auctions we held in the gym which was transformed into the Orient Express, A Caribbean Adventure and Mardi Gras.  Race to the Finish, racecar themed event, was the last auction-type fundraiser held and we were finally able to complete a new parking lot behind the church and rectory.  Many renovations were made to the school including remodeling bathrooms and adding a new playground.  Always the hands-on pastor, Fr. Donton could be found painting the walls of the school, shoveling snow, or tearing out ceiling tiles.   
Around this time, new pews, kneelers and a sound system were installed in the church. 
It was a sad day when the presence of our religious sisters came to an end after 54 years of service and dedication to the parish.  The sisters were called back to Maryvale, North Dakota to the motherhouse where Sr. Carol Jean Koontz became Mother Superior.  
Fr. Gary Caster became Assistant Pastor in 2006.  Fr. Caster was reassigned to Williams College in Massachusetts.  Fr. Mark Miller became Assistant Pastor in 2007 for one year.  
In 2010, there was a flood in the Pre-K Building.  Fr. Donton was instrumental in providing a vision for the space, which was then 
remodeled,  providing our school with a new band room, library and much needed meeting space…”the upper room”.  
[image: ]In 2011, Fr. Donton was reassigned and Monsignor John J. Prendergast became Pastor in June, 2011 and Fr. Ryan Bredemeyer became Parochial Vicar shortly thereafter.  Fr. Ryan left St. Patrick Church in December of 2011.  In 2012, St. Patrick Parish and St. Monica Parish became linked.  Monsignor Prendergast became Pastor of St. Monica and Fr. John Steffen, newly ordained in 2012, was assigned as Parochial Vicar of St. Patrick Church and Assistant Pastor of St. Monica, East Peoria in June 2012.  
Monsignor Prendergast introduced our parish to the 20’s/30’s Group: “Illuminate Your Prayer Life.”  Young people were invited to participate in adoration and a potluck dinner in the gym, arranged with fabric walls, candles and table cloths.  
Elizabeth Ministries was formed as a way to provide support and to mentor women and their families during the joys, trials and sorrows of the childbearing years, just as Elizabeth supported Mary.  
In 2012, all of our hard work paid off and St. Patrick School was recognized as a National Blue Ribbon School.  The United States Department of Education named St. Patrick School as one of only 269 schools nationwide who received this award for exemplary performance placing St. Patrick School in the top 15 percent of schools in the nation.  A Blue Ribbon ceremony was held at the school with students, former students, teachers, parents and parishioners.  A celebration dinner was as held at Countryside Banquet Center February 1, 2013.
In December, 2012, Dr. Weiss said goodbye to St. Patrick School to become Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Peoria.  Doreen Shipman, who had been Assistant Principal, took over as Principal of St. Patrick School.
In June of 2013, Monsignor Prendergast was given an assignment [image: ]naming him Special Assistant to the Bishop.  Rev. Stephen A. Willard became the new pastor of St. Patrick and St. Monica.  Fr. Steve had just celebrated his 20th anniversary as a priest.  Little did Fr. Steve know, only four months into his assignment as pastor, what was about to happen.
On Sunday, November 17, 2013, on an unusually warm morning, storm clouds began rolling in as parishioners were arriving and settling in for 11am Mass.  At around 10:55am, a tornado siren and warning signals from cell phones began sounding.  Everyone moved to the center of the building as Fr. Steve stayed outside monitoring the weather from the front of the church and helping an elderly woman inside.  Within moments, the power went out and the dark clouds were only a mile away.  The church was eerily quiet for a few moments until phones began buzzing and ringing and someone yelled out “our roof is gone!”  Parishioners began crying and some left in a hurry.  Others stayed while Fr. Steve said an abbreviated Mass and prayed for our fellow citizens.  Parishioners left to see what remained of their homes and our town.  A firefighter came to the doors and let parishioners know they were unable to drive North or West due to damage, and that the roads were impassable.  
Over the course of the next few days, we came to know 110 families at St. Patrick Church had lost their homes and another 70 homes suffered some damage.  Sixty-one of our school children and their families were relocated to temporary homes.  Miraculously, only three people in the town were lost to the tornado. 
In the days, weeks and months following the tornado, the outpouring of support for our St. Patrick faith community and the City of Washington restored hope.
What began as an effort by a few to provide meals for parishioners affected by the tornado became an enormous relief center which lasted for weeks in the Sister Mary Ann Gymnasium.  Clothing, household supplies, items for clean-up efforts, food, religious items and much more were donated and distributed to those from Washington who were in need.  Teams of parishioners and volunteers from all over Illinois came to assist Washington.
[image: ]Fr. Steve said Mass for the children soon after the tornado where students were asked to wear orange shirts to support “Washington Strong”.  The entire church was dressed in orange which symbolized hope and unity.
Survival stories of parishioners began to emerge.  Many people were at church the day of the storm, but those who were home took shelter in basements and closets and told harrowing stories of being in the basement and emerging only to find nothing left.  
Television stations from around the country interviewed Fr. Steve and members of the tornado core team.  Our parish office and core team were inundated with phone calls from people asking, “How can we help?”  In all, our parish received over $650,000 in donations and another $80,000 in gift cards.  
With these donations, St. Patrick Church was able to help parishioners as well as the community at large.  In connection with community area churches and other organizations which formed the Tri-County Long Term Recovery Association, St. Patrick Church helped aid many Washington families who were in need of assistance.  
On June 11, 2014, Fr. John was reassigned to St. Patrick of Merna, St. Mary, Downs and St. John Paul II Newman Center in Normal.
Following the tornado recovery, Fr. Steve started weekly adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each Friday after morning Mass until Benediction at 3pm.  The students and parishioners continue this devotion to this day. 
In April, 2014, new side doors were installed in the church with handicapped accessibility on the East side.  Online giving became an option for parishioners at this same time.
Fr. Julius Turyatoranwa arrived June 15, 2014, and we welcomed a 4th year seminarian, Eric Bolek, for the summer.  Fr. Julius became the Parochial Vicar of St. Patrick Church and Assistant Pastor of St. Monica Church.  While serving in these capacities, Fr. Julius continued his education at ISU in Normal, IL.
In November, Fr. Julius began a campaign to build a new church in his village in Uganda.  A generous St. Patrick Parish raised much of the money needed to complete this church.  Next, followed Fr. Julius’ plan to provide education to the poor of Uganda by building a boarding school in Mbarara, Uganda.  Again, St. Patrick Parish came through with a generous spirit and Building Hope In Kids-Uganda was born.
In 2015, St. Patrick Parish became part of the St. Vincent de Paul Society in order to provide services for those in need in our community.  SVDP took the place of St. Patrick’s Charity, which had been a staple in our parish for many years.  We were joined in this endeavor by St. Monica Parish to spread the gospel through action.
In 2015, the parish purchased a large scale nativity set for the altar and 5 large faux evergreen trees to celebrate the Birth of Our Lord.
Parish Auctions began once again, appropriately renamed The Pot O’ Gold.  No longer held in the gym, Countryside Banquet Center would be the home of these auctions.
During this period, many missions were held by our parish.  Among them were Elizabeth Ficocelli, Lisa Hendey, Ken Yasinski and Dr. Peter Howard.  On April 27, 2016, St. Pats and several surrounding parishes brought Chris Stefanick, founder of Real Life Catholic, and internationally acclaimed author and speaker to Five Points Washington for REBOOT! Live!  We filled the auditorium with teens and people of all ages for an evening of rediscovering God and the lives we were made for.
Fr. Steve, in June of 2016, was awarded Distinguished School Pastor by the Diocese of Peoria.  He celebrated at a school Mass with the children.
On November 2, 2016, the very first Mass of Remembrance was held for the deceased members of our parish.  Fr. Steve brought this idea with him from his previous parish and invited family members to come forward to light a candle and place a rose in a [image: ]vase in honor of their loved one.  A reception followed for all in attendance.  This tradition is continued to this day.
The church received a facelift with new paint, gutters, and gold lettering over the doors.   In November, 2016, a gold St. Patrick Statue was placed in front of the church and blessed by Fr. Julius after an all school Mass with families and students present.
Fr. Julius was called back to Uganda, however, not before completing his Doctor of Philosophy in Education Administration degree on December 16, 2017.
On December 17, 2017, Fr. Gary Caster returned to St. Patrick to celebrate Mass and attend a reception for his Silver Jubilee, 25th Anniversary of the Ordination to the Priesthood.
Fr. Thaddeus BK Tran, our new Parochial Vicar, came to St. Pat’s January 15, 2018 from Florida.
The 25th Anniversary of Fr. Steve’s ordination to the priesthood was on May 29, 2018.  A church-wide celebration was held in his honor on June 10, 2018.  Fr. Steve found out he was being transferred to St. Vincent de Paul in Peoria shortly before the party but kept it to himself so as not to put a damper on the celebrations.  Fr. Steve was reassigned on July 18, 2018.  
[image: ]Fr. Johnathan Steffen returned to St. Patrick Church on July 18, 2018, as Pastor of now three parishes: St. Patrick, St. Monica and St. Mary of El Paso.  Fr. John and Fr. Thaddeus began travelling between three parish communities to celebrate the sacraments.  On October 3, 2018, St. Mary of El Paso received a new Pastor, giving some much needed relief to our Pastor and Parochial Vicar.
Over the past three years, through many generous donations of time, talent and treasure, we replaced the heating and cooling pipes in the church and re-keyed the church and rectory buildings.  The outdoor Stations of the Cross were beautifully redone.  We also added new lighting for security.  In the school, we upgraded our technology including lap tops for teachers, two-way radios for every staff member, and installed a large screen television monitor in the entrance of the school building for school news and events.  The social room and concession/ kitchen area were renovated and we now have new bleachers in the Sr. Mary Ann Gymnasium.  Spanish and Art classes are offered for students and a new junior high choir can be heard singing at many Masses and events.  As a result, we now have several young, beautiful voices, often as cantor, at weekend Masses and funerals.  Religious sisters once again roam the halls of our school.  Sister Magdelena and Sister Mercy from the Franciscan Apostolic Order in Rhode Island teach our young children about their Catholic faith.
In September of 2018, three new statuaries were installed in the church.  Two of them surround Our Lady of Fatima and the St. Patrick Statue on the east side of the church.  The other statuary holds a canvas print depicting Eugeniusz Marcin Kazimirowski’s Divine Mercy Jesus above the baptismal font.
We have plans to purchase and implement a new mathematics curriculum, purchase more chrome books and provide more professional development for our teachers in the upcoming year.  
St. Patrick Parish has partnered with American Structure Point to perform an exhaustive evaluation.  They will be formulating a plan to ensure we can create an environment to optimize faith formation of our parish well into the future.  This will include updating our parish campus.
St. Patrick Parish currently has over 1000 registered families and continues to grow as does the community of Washington.  Last year, we had 26 baptisms and 59 confirmations.  Our school educates 251 children from preschool through 8th grade.  Our CCD program has close to 200 children in attendance.  
New this past year to our parish are our men’s group:  That Man Is You, and two women’s groups: Catholic Mom’s Group and Blessed Is She.   In addition, we began St. Pat’s Washington Youth Group for teens and Catholic Defenders for grade school children.  
Future of St. Patrick Parish
Coming up on March 16, 2019, our Fourth Annual Pot O’ Gold Auction will take place at Countryside Banquet Facility. This event draws hundreds of generous families and friends who gather to raise funds allowing us to offer our parish liturgy, adoration, prayer groups, meetings, education at an affordable price, faith formation for adults and children, funeral dinners, sporting events, and so much more.  Please join us in celebrating all of our blessings and help us continue to grow for the next 50 years!
Memories
Working in the applesauce room as my first chicken dinner job.  Seeing Willie Oppsomer & Bernice Klopfenstein selling tickets at every school carnival!!  The early Women’s Guild Christmas Bazar where we made everything!!  I was given the job of cutting out Smurf ornaments from felt.  Mary Lou Taylor
__________
We moved to Washington in 1966 with our one year-old boy because we wanted to live in a town with a Catholic church and school.  In 1968, we had our second baby and she was baptized in the “new” church.  Two years later we had our third child.  All three made their First Communion and Confirmation at St. Pats.  Over the last 52 years, we got to know the parents of other St. Pat’s students, enjoyed many Athletic Committee dances, worked at the Chicken Dinner with people we still sit behind in church at Mass.  We continue to work together to support our church and church community.  Lori & Gene Gangloff
__________
The ice cream socials.  These great special events began in 2008 for our parishioners to spend time together and to get to know each other.  It was also a great opportunity for us to extend personal invitations to our recent new parishioners as well.  For less than $200, we brought together over 200 parishioners for a fun time together with ice cream, cookies and games for the kids and music entertainment for all.  At the last ice cream social in 2011 (combined with Fr. Donton’s farewell) we served over 350 parishioners.  Deb & Gene Tranel

I remember the wonderful annual chicken dinners. All the Hoover’s were involved in the preparation and activities. So much fun working towards a common goal. I still treasure the cookie jar my little son bought me at GRANDMAS ATTIC booth for 25 cents.   Diane Hoover
__________
Wedding Receptions in the St. Pat's Gym:  (The following is my best recollection from 40 years ago.)  In the 1980's, St. Patrick's ladies had the business project of setting up the school gym for the purpose of wedding receptions.  This included decorating (I think), blocking out some items on the walls? and preparing sandwiches, etc.  I cannot remember the details about putting up tables, chairs, and serving tables.  I assisted only before the reception so cannot relate what occurred during the actual reception.
The leaders were Carol Lee and Judy Stromberger.  They worked so well as a team and delegating the tasks.  I was impressed by their skill and organization for this endeavor.  Thanks to the orchestration of Carol and Judy the gym was transformed enough to hold a party!  
The two outcomes I observed were that this service was economical for the families sponsoring the wedding reception and that the parish gained financially from renting out the gym.  Christine Petit.
__________
I am a lifetime member of St. Pat’s.  The little white church on the corner of Jefferson & Cedar St. and the great chicken dinners.  Susan Emhoff
__________
Robert Rynell, school janitor, made the altar with lumber from walnut trees that grew on the Otten’s farm.  Anonymous

I remember vividly the first Mass at St. Pat’s in the new church.  I wasn’t there because our son, Rich was born on Good Friday, April 12, 1968 and on Easter Sunday the first Mass was celebrated there.  It was a “guitar” Mass and I heard about it in glowing details from husband, Bob and from Becky, Bob and Ruth. I was sorry to miss it, but it was for a good reason.  We were delighted to have our youngest, and I made it to Mass the next week.  Beautiful.  Later our kids were in the teen choir with Pat Asher and I had a chance to witness many wonderful “guitar Masses”.  

I remember many chicken dinners and they were an institution.  We always worked at them, attended and worked on the crafts and things involved.  One in particular was when my husband was traveling a lot for Caterpillar and we treasured the times he was home since he would be gone for 6 or 7 weeks when he left for an audit.  He was leaving early Monday morning after the Chicken Dinner and I was asked to do arrangements for the tables on Sunday.  Certalics, which was a nursery near Hillcrest Golf Course, that grew beautiful mums, had offered to donate all the flowers we would need.  I asked Marifran McMullan, a good friend (whose husband also traveled) and she went with me to pick them and to put them together.  We worked a long time on Saturday and got them installed that night, then back to help husbands pack and get ready for their trips.  Imagine our surprise when we approached the gym on Sunday to see a garbage truck pulled up to the door and our flowers being tossed into the hopper.  It seems that when the flowers were brought into the warm gym the bugs came out to play.  What a disaster it would have been if the tables had been crawling with insects.  Mrs. Wick called and apologized to us and we all were glad that a tragedy was averted.  

Another Chicken Dinner was notable when we stood in line to get in and it was before they had the “new” chicken cookers.  There was a wait to cook more chicken to accommodate all the people who came.  We were seated with people that we didn’t know and at the end of the table where the platters of chicken were delivered.  We sat there with our mouths agape when we saw this couple open a large tote bag and empty the platter into it to take home and we waited for the next platter to feed the rest of the table.  To this day I do not know who they were and we didn’t go home hungry, but it was a vivid memory.

I remember the year that it was so cold, 25 below zero on Christmas Eve.  I had been asked to repair and repaint the infant for the manger.  I had redone that whole set a few years before.  Our daughter, Ruth, had come to stay with us with her 4 month old son, Tony and all the rest of the family had gathered as well.  Our objective was to keep at least one of the cars running so that we could make deliveries and run errands.  We piled in that designated car and each of us had a job.  I took the infant to the sacristy to be used for Midnight Mass and bundled up got bread and things at Lindy’s and when we got back home we discovered that Midnight Mass would be cancelled due to the extreme cold.  That was 1983 and I don’t remember ever not having Midnight Mass except that year.  Pinky Riffle
__________
When Ernie Scherer was the coordinator of the St. Pat’s Pinochle Club.  Ingrid Cooksey
__________
I remember Jim Otten, Jerry Kastl and myself running electrical wiring to all the confessionals.  Charley Hessling
__________
I am remembering many chicken dinners held the first Sunday of October.  It was a lot of work and drew a big crowd.  Happy Memories!  Peggy Hessling
__________
In the 1960’s, St. Patrick was exploding with parishioners.  Father Henry Schubert, pastor at that time, believed that St. Patrick School for children was of the utmost importance.  Catholic education was Father’s primary focus at that time.  The Little White Church was no longer big enough for all the families and it became a Parish Hall.  The Church was located in the basement of the school until 1968.  It was a time of many fundraisers for expanding the school from 8 classrooms to another 6 classrooms, offices, a gymnasium and kitchen. It would be built where it stands at the present time.  Houses were moved in order for our gym and kitchen to be built. Completion of this school addition was in 1964.  Father Schubert moved out of the Rectory (which was the original part of the present preschool building) and moved into the two story house located across from the school.  The addition began on the former Rectory adding bedrooms and a chapel and dining room for the Sisters to live. This would now become the Convent for the 9 Sisters from the order of Sisters of the Mary of the Presentation.    During the construction, the Sisters lived in a two story house which sat where our present day Church is now.  Later this house was moved to the corner of Church and Jefferson Street.  St. Patrick Parish purchased 12 homes as they went up for sale, 4 of which were moved to different locations nearby and the rest were taken down. It was truly a domino effect.  Construction began for our present Rectory followed by construction of our Church.  
St. Patrick Church moved out of the basement of the school into a brand new building in June 1967.  Everyone was so proud of our new Church and what we accomplished as a parish.  
How quickly time passes and new pastors were assigned, each leaving their own stamp of genuine love for our parish.
Today, St. Patrick after 155 years is still a strong, vibrant parish with many new programs and committees helping the parish continue to grow in our Faith and a solid, strong Catholic School across the street for the next generation.
Thank you to all past and present Pastors, Parochial Vicars, Principals, teachers  and parishioners who have made St. Patrick a great place to learn more about our Catholic Faith and to worship Our Father.
				Juanita (Noe) Barron, Class of 1967 
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may god hold youm the hollow of his hand.
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3610

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Prot. N. 6923/18 October 2, 2018
Dear Father Steffen:

Pleased to learn that Saint Patrick Catholic Church in Washington, Illinois, will
celebrate the 50™ anniversary of its dedication, I have the honor of conveying to you as pastor
and to each of the parishioners the warm greetings, heartfelt congratulations, and spiritual
closeness of His Holiness Pope Francis.

On this occasion, the Holy Father gladly unites with this beloved family of faith in
thanking Almighty God for the abundant blessings of these past fifty years, a milestone which
is, indeed, a tribute to the contribution of so many devoted clergy, religious and laity, who,
with fidelity and generosity, have passed on to generations the treasure that is our Catholic
faith.

His Holiness is confident that this important commemoration will inspire in all of the
faithful, particularly the young, a renewed awareness of their mission to bear joyful witness to
the Lord, and he fervently prays that they will grow in appreciation of their baptismal dignity
as children of God and members of Christ’s Body, recommitting themselves to lead ever more
authentic lives in accordance with the teachings and values of the Gospel.

With these sentiments, the Holy Father commends Saint Patrick Catholic Church to its
heavenly patron and to the Blessed Virgin Mary and paternally imparts his Apostolic Blessing
as a pledge of joy and peace in the Lord.

Offering my own personal best wishes, I am,

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

LLL (e
Archblshop

ristophe Pierre
Apostolic Nuncio

T AMusriion €. MM
Revere\‘ld Johnathan E. Steffen
Pastor
Saint Patrick Catholic Church
705 East Jefferson Street

Peoria, IL 61571-1598
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